Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 VIENTI 01655 160908Z 
ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 USIA-06 OMB-01 TRSE-00 AID-05 IGA-02 HA-05 
/084 W 

069389 162019Z/46 

R 160810Z DEC 77 
FM AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8817 
INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
CINCPAC 

CONFIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 1655 
CINCPAC FOR POLAD 
E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PDIP PDEV PINR EAID LA US 

SUBJECT: COURTESY CALL ON SOUBANH SRITHIRATH, FOREIGN MINISTRY 
CHEF DE CABINET 

SUMMARY: LAO FOREIGN MINISTRY CHEF DE CABINET SOUBANH 
SRITHIRATH CALLED DECEMBER 16 FOR U.S. AID TO LAOS. HE 
INDICATED HE THOUGHT CURRENT U.S. LEGISLATION SHOULD BE 
CHANGED. SOUBANH WAS TOLD THAT THE LAW WAS AN ACCURATE 
REFLECTION OF THE MOOD OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, WHO 
RECALLED NOT ONLY U.S. LOSSES DURING THE WAR BUT ALSO 
CURRENT HUMAN RIGHTS PROBLEMS IN INDOCHINA. END SUMMARY. 

1 . AN INTIAL DECEMBER 16 COURTESY CALL ON LAO FOREIGN 
MINISTRY CHEF DE CABINET SOUBANH SRITHIRATH COVERED 
SOMEWHAT MORE SUBSTANCE THAN EXPECTED. 

2. SOUBANH OPENED BY DESCRIBING THE ORGANIZATION OF 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 VIENTI 01655 160908Z 

THE FOREIGN MINISTRY AND BY EXPLAINING THAT HIS POSITION 
EQUATED TO UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE. SOUBANH WAS TOLD 
THE UNITED STATES WANTED ENTIRELY NORMAL RELATIONS 
WITH LAOS. SOUBANH WELCOMED THIS STATEMENT AND SAID 
THAT LAOS ONLY WANTED TO BE INDEQENDENT AND HAVE ITS 
INDEPENDENCE RESPECTED BY OTHER COUNTRIES. I SAID THAT 
THIS WAS IMPORTANT TO ALL COUNTRIES, INCLUDING MY OWN. 
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SOUBANH AGREED AND SAID THAT EVEN THOUGH THE U.S. HAD 
WON ITS FREEDOM 200 YEARS AGO, IT COULD STILT. UNDER- 
STAND LAO FEELINGS IN THIS MATTER. 

3. I TOLD SOUBANH THAT I UNDERSTOOD LAOS WAS TRYING TO 
FOLLOW A POLICY OF SELF-SUFFICIENCY. SOUBANH DID NOT 
ENTIRELY AGREE AND POINTED OUT THAT LAOS WAS WILLING TO 
ACCEPT AID FROM ALL COUNTRIES. LAOS WANTED GOOD RELATIONS 
WITH ALL SIDES IN THE CURRENT WORLD. I MENTIONED 
THAT LAOS FACED SPECIAL PROBLEMS AS A LAND-LOCKED 
NATION, BUT SOUBANH POINTED OUT THAT SEVERAL EUROPEAN 
COUNTRIES, SUCH AS SWITZERLAND, WERE ALSO LAND-LOCKED 
BUT STILL MANAGED TO PROSPER. 

4. 1 INDICATED TO SOUBANH THAT EVEN THOUGH THE U.S. 

WANTED ENTIRELY NORMAL RELATIONS WITH LAOS, IT WOULD 
TAKE TIME. THERE WAS MUCH THAT HAD TO BE FORGOTTEN. 
SOUBANH THEN LAUNCHED INTO A DISCUSSION OF THE DAMAGE 
THAT HAD BEEN DONE TO LAOS DURING THE WAR AND THE FACT 
THAT THE U.S. OUGHT TO GIVE AID TO RECTIFY THAT DAMAGE. 

HE SAID HE THOUGHT THAT CURRENT U.S. LAWS WERE WRONG IN 
THIS RESPECT. I TOOK THE OPPORTUNITY TO DESCRIBE THE 
CURRENT FEELING IN CONGRESS ABOUT AID TO THE FORMER 
INDOCHINA COUNTRIES AND HOW THIS FEELING WAS AN ACCU- 
RATE REFLECTION OF THE CURRENT POPULAR MOOD IN THE U.S. 

I EXPLAINED THAT THE AMERICAN PEOPLE IN GENERAL DID NOT 
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SUPPORT THE IDEA OF AIDING INDOCHINA. 

5. SOUBANH IMMEDIATELY ASKED IF I MEANT TO SAY THAT 
THE AMERICAN PEOPLE SUPPORTED THE WAR WHICH HAD ENDED 
TWO YEARS AGO. I SAID THAT THEY HAD AT FIRST, BUT AS 

THE WAR WENT ON, OPPOSITION TO IT HAD GROWN. I 
EXPLAINED, HOWEVER, THAT OPPOSITION TO THE WAR DID NOT 
MEAN SUPPORT FOR AID AT THE PRESENT TIME. THIS MIGHT 
SEEM INCONSISTENT, BUT IT WAS A FACT OF CURRENT AMERI- 
CAN POLITICAL LIFE. THERE WERE MANY AMERICANS WHO HAD 
FRIENDS AND RELATIVES KILLED OR INJURED IN THE WAR, AND 
THEIR FEELINGS STILL MADE IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR US TO GIVE 
AID. THIS SITUATION MIGHT CHANGE, BUT IT WOULD TAKE 
TIME. 

6. SOUBANH THAN SAID IT WOULD BE USEFUL IF THE MEMBERS 
OF CONGRESS AND PEOPLE WHO OPPOSE AID TO THE INDOCHINA 
COUNTRIES COULD COME TO LAOS THEY WOULD SEE THE DAMAGE 
WHICH HAD BEEN DONE AND WOULD UNDERSTAND THE NEED AND 
PROPRIETY FOR AMERICAN AID. I SAID THIS MIGHT BE SO, 

AND THAT SUCH VISITS AS THAT OF THE WOOKCOCK COMMISSION 
WERE THUS VERY USEFUL. I THEN SAID I WOULD SPEAK QUITE 
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FRANKLY OF ANOTHER PROBLEM: HUMAN RIGHTS. MANY AMERI- 
CANS, ERRONEOUSLY, TO BE SURE, MADE NO DIFFERENTIATION 
BETWEEN FAR EASTERN COUNTRIES, AND WHEN THEY READ OF 
KIT I .TNG AND ARBITRARY IMPRISONMENT IN SUCH COUNTRIES AS, 
FOR EXAMPLE, CAMBODIA, THEIR REACTION WAS ONE OF 
REVULSION AND DETERMINATION NOT TO GIVE ANY KIND OF AID 
TO SUCH REGIMES. SOUBANH MADE NO EFFORT TO DISPUTE 
THIS POINT AND INDICATED HE UNDERSTOOD HOW HUMAN RIGHTS 
VIOLATIONS COULD CREATE POLICY PROBLEMS FOR THE U.S. 

7. THE CONVERSATION ENDED CORDIALLY WITH SOUBANH 
ASSURING ME OF THE CLOSEST POSSIBLE COOPERATION FROM 
THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

ROBERTS 
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